When Couleecap came in, Roberta says, everything changed.
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Not that it was an easy place. A house that’s been around for
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later, Roberta is still pinching herself.
And then things changed, dramatically. Ten years ago,
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Roberta was a successful therapist with a private practice in Chicago.
feel grateful,” Roberta says. “It’s just a wonderful program.”
In the early years, she commuted back to Chicago to see clients. But
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The home is a viable living space for years to come. Without
The loss of her practice was financially crippling. And the work
Couleecap, she says, not only would none of that been possible, but
on the house was put off.
her family was facing a dire situation.
But an old house is rather insistent when it comes to what it
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needs, and Roberta knew she couldn’t continue to ignore the work.
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problems: the roof was the original
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her feet are much greater. For Roberta, that means increasing her
But dealing with the roof wasn’t as easy as dealing with the
sheep herd, and concentrating on the ways to gain financial stability.
water. The roof leaked, badly, and the routine of emptying buckets
That concentration is far easier with a solid roof overhead. Today,
during a rainstorm and moving things out of the rain was stressful.
Roberta is hopeful about her family’s future.
Parts of the roof were falling down. One day, they heard a big crash,
“Nothing lasts forever,” she says. “Not even the hard
and a large section of the ceiling had come down in her son’s bedroom.
times.”
Things were very uncertain, and Roberta had come to accept
the fact that she would have to leave her home, sell it and move someMake a difference
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Shortly thereafter, she got a card in the mail from Couleecap
www.couleecap.org
saying that her house had been selected for a free weatherization
Couleecap is an equal opportunity employer
audit. It said free in a way that Roberta thought was junk mail. She
and service provider. Auxiliary aids and
hadn’t heard of Couleecap, and she didn’t call.
services available upon request.
But after about a month, she pulled that card back out and
Grace Jones, Executive Director
thought, “Why not?”
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