News Release
For Immediate Release
Date: March 18, 2019
Contact: Kim Cable, Housing & Community Services Director
Phone: (608) 787-9890
Email: kim.cable@couleecap.org

Couleecap Prepares for Changes to Homeless Programs
(Westby, WI) Couleecap, Inc. received notification from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) that one of the agency’s programs servicing homeless individuals and families
with disabling conditions will no longer be funded after June. The program, named New Hope, currently
houses 19 households consisting of 35 people. Couleecap will continue to operate a variety of other
permanent supportive housing and homeless prevention programs in the Coulee Region.
“We are very disappointed in this announcement,” states Kim Cable, Housing and Community Services
Director for Couleecap. “Couleecap has operated the New Hope program successfully for over 20
years, serving people experiencing chronic homelessness with safe and decent housing, backed by
comprehensive case management.”
Hetti Brown, Couleecap Executive Director, said, “This decision was based on a statewide ranking
process and the prioritization of administrative, non-housing programs at the state level. While we are
pleased that other Couleecap supportive housing programs were funded, we are concerned that programs
like New Hope have been defunded despite a strong track record of success.”
Couleecap will utilize the next several months to find alternative housing for clients in the New Hope
program. For clients that cannot be transitioned, Couleecap is launching a fundraising campaign, “Give
Us A Hand To End Homelessness” to keep those individuals, including veterans, children, and people
with disabilities, in their homes. Couleecap will need to raise $150,000 to meet this goal. “Couleecap
will continue to work with HUD, community partners, and our clients to identify solutions,” says
Cable. “This community cares deeply about helping people and we are confident in that.”
To learn more about the “Give Us A Hand To End Homelessness” campaign or Couleecap homeless
programs, visit www.couleecap.org.
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###
About Couleecap, Inc.
Couleecap, Inc. is a private non-profit 501c3 charitable organization. Couleecap helps people in need
with housing, food, transportation, and more. Created in 1966, we are a community action program that
fights poverty and promotes self-sufficiency in Crawford, La Crosse, Monroe, and Vernon counties.
Learn more at couleecap.org, Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube.
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